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Teacher’s Notes
The Flag

Type of activity: reading, speaking
Focus: the American fl ag, vocabulary connected to 
shapes and ideas
Level: pre-intermediate
Time: 45 minutes
Preparation: 
– one copy of the Student’s Worksheet per 

student
– a colour image of the American fl ag to show to 

the students
– coloured pens

Procedure:

1. Put the image of the American fl ag on the board 
and elicit the topic of the lesson from the students. 
Introduce the words stars and stripes.

2. Give out the Student’s Worksheets. The students 
look at the fl ag outline in Task 1, count the number 
of stars and stripes and complete the descriptions 
(50 stars, 13 stripes). Then, they read the text 
below and fi nd out what the numbers mean. 
Collect feedback when they have fi nished 
(13 stripes for the 13 British colonies that wanted 
independence, 50 stars for today’s 50 states).

3. Take the fl ag image down from the board. Ask 
the students to tell you the colours of the fl ag. 
Draw their attention to the fact that when you talk 
about the fl ag, the colours have to go in a 
particular order: red, white and blue. Ask the 
students to colour the fl ag in Task 1. 

4. Tell the students that the colours have hidden 
meanings. Ask them to look at Task 2 and fi nd 
the ideas connected to the three colours of the 
American fl ag. Elicit or explain the meanings of 
any problematic words in the list.

5. Tell the students that they will now have to design 
their own fl ags. Ask them to work individually and 
not show their projects to the other students. 
They can use the layouts in Task 3 or create their 
own, choosing the shapes and colours that they 
like.

6. When the students are ready with their fl ags, put 
them into pairs. They should describe their fl ags 
to their partners, who should listen, draw and 
colour. Ask them to use the vocabulary table in 
Task 4 as they do this activity (drill the 
pronunciation of any words that are new to your 
students). Say that they cannot show their fl ags 
to their partners until the drawing stage is 
complete, and when it is,  they can compare the 
drawings with the originals and explain why they 
chose the colours they did. Monitor and help as 
they do the activity.

7. When the pairs have fi nished, ask individual 
students to say a few words about their own or 
their partner’s fl ags, including some information 
about the meanings hidden behind the colours 
chosen.


