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Getting started
Experiencing Chinese 
and China 
                                      page 10

A brief 
introduction 
to the Chinese 
language 

· Identifying the four tones 
· Identifying sentences in 

Chinese 
· Introduction to Chinese 

characters

· Introduction to radicals and using 
the dictionary

· The basic strokes
· The seven rules of stroke order

· Words used for classroom expressions
· Numbers 1 to 10 Introduction to 

pinyin and the 
four tones

Unit 1 
你好！                                              
Hello!                          page 17

  Greetings 

· Identifying people’s names and                               
  greetings
· Identifying surnames and given 

names
· Learning about Chinese names 

and meanings

· Exchanging greetings 
· Introducing yourself                                      
· Asking people’s names                                                               
· Writing Chinese names

· Word order of Chinese sentences (I)
· Verbs 叫, 姓, 是
· Questions ending with 呢
· Greeting words 
· Words used to introduce people

The four tones Is your surname Ding or 
Yuan?

Radicals 亻 and 女

Unit 2 
你是哪里人？
Where are you from?  
                                     page 27 

· Countries 
· Nationalities 

· Identifying someone’s 
nationality

· People and their nationalities

· Asking for and giving information 
about nationalities         

· Describing people, where they live 
and where they are from

  

· Yes-no questions ending with 吗
· Questions with interrogative pronoun 
哪里 / 哪

· Negative adverb 不
· Country names, nationalities

The four tones Is he speaking Chinese? Radicals 口 and 日

Unit 3 
你做什么工作？
What do you do?  
                                     page 37

· Occupations 
· Family members

· Identifying someone’s 
occupation

· Identifying information about 
family members

· A letter about one’s family

· Asking and answering questions 
about occupations

· Asking and answering questions 
about family members

· Describing one’s family members 
and their occupations

· Adverbs 也 / 都 
· Word order of Chinese sentences (II) 
· Pronouns as modifiers (+的)                    
· Occupations, family members

The finals: “α”  “e”  “i” Times change, job 
preferences change!

Radicals 宀 and 阝 
(right)

Unit 4 
他真高！
He's so tall!
                                     page 47

· People’s              
appearances

· Favourites

· Understanding information 
about people’s appearance

· Online profile describing    
favourite people and animal 

· Describing people’s appearances 
· Writing a personal profile

· Interrogative pronoun 谁
· Numbers in Chinese 
· Asking about age using 多大 
· 真 / 很 + adjective                                    
· Adjectives to describe people’s 
appearance

The finals: “αo”  “uei” 
“en”

I was born in the Year of 
the Horse.

Radicals 土 and 氵

Review 1                page 57

Unit 5 
这是我的电话号码。
Here's my phone 
number.                                                                
                                     page 61

· Addresses 
· Contact numbers

· Identifying contact numbers
· Identifying postal and email        

addresses
· Text messages

· Asking for and giving information 
about contact numbers and 
addresses 

· Writing addresses, telephone
  numbers and email addresses 
· Responding to a text message

  

· Question word 多少 
· Word order of Chinese addresses
· The pronunciation of the number  “1”
· Telephone and room numbers
· Text message terms 
·  Words for addresses and contact 
numbers

 The tones of 不 The Chinese way of 
thinking: from large to 
small

Radicals 讠 and 辶

Unit 6 
今天几号？
What's the date today? 
                                     page 71

· Birthdays 
· Invitations

· Identifying days of the week 
· Identifying months and dates
· Daily activities on a weekly 

planner

· Asking for and saying dates and 
days 

· Making invitations                                                                   
· Creating personal calendars

· Months and dates 
· Sentences without verbs 
· Making invitations using 请                                       
· Dates, days of the week and months, 
daily activities

The initials: “j”  “q” 
“x”

Lucky numbers in China Radicals 月 and 扌
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Unit 7 
八点见! 
See you at eight!   
                                      page 81

· Time 
· Appointments

· Identifying time expressions
· Schedules and daily activities
· Activities on a weekend planner

· Asking for and telling the time    
· Making appointments 
· Creating a weekend planner  

· Adverbial expressions of time
· Different ways of telling the time
· Expressing future tense using the auxiliary 

verb 要
· Words for time, daily activities

Difference between 
“u” and “ü”

Too late or too early? Radicals 门 and  

Unit 8 
多少钱？
How much is it? 
                                      page 91

· Clothes 
· Shopping

· Identifying clothes, colours and 
prices

· A blog about life in Beijing

· Talking about clothes  
· Asking for items, prices and  
bargaining when shopping

· Writing a blog

· Measure words 
· Numerals  二  and  两 
· Expressing past tense using 了 
· Clothes items, colours, places in a city

The tones of 一 To bargain or not to 
bargain?

 Radicals 衤and 贝

Review 2             page 101

Unit 9 
不远！
It's not far!            
                                  page 105

· Locations 
· Advertisements  

· Identifying locations and 
directions of places

· Advertisements for student 
housing 

· Describing locations  
· Asking for and giving directions
· Writing an advertisement for a 

house or flat

· Expressing existence using 有 
· Asking questions using 有没有 
· Expressing locations with the verb 在
· Directions, places and types of   
  student housing

Retroflex “r” How far is really far? Radicals 木 and 彳

Unit 10 
坐火车吧。
Let's take the train.  
                                  page 115

Transportation

· Identifying different types of 
transport

· Travel plans

· Talking about types of transport 
· Discussing which types of 
   transport to take            
· Completing an email invitation

· Alternative questions with 还是 
· Questions ending with 好吗
· Expressing superlatives with 最
· Using the particle 吧
· Modes of transport and holiday 

activities

Difference between 
“q” and “ch”                                                                                                                                             
          

China—a kingdom of 
bicycles

Radicals 又 and 饣

Unit 11 
我会跳舞。
I can dance.   
                                 page 125

· Sports 
· Likes and dislikes

· Identifying different types of 
sport

· A lifestyle questionnaire

· Asking and answering
  questions about sports  
· Talking about likes and dislikes                                           
· Answering a questionnaire 
· Describing one’s recreational
  activities

· Using modal verbs 可以 and 会
· Pivotal sentences 
· Talking about past  actions with 过
· Types of sports, abilities

Difference between 
“zh” and “ch”   

Dance: a popular 
pastime

Radicals 王 and 钅

Unit 12 
我们去看京剧。
We’re going to 
the Beijing opera.                                                                                                                                           
                                 page 135

Holiday plans

· Identifying preferences for holiday 
plans

· Online chat messages

· Asking and answering 
questions about holiday plans

· Responding to an online chat 
message   

· Expressing alternatives using 或者 and 
还是

· Expressing regular events with
  每……都
· Cities in China, holiday activities

Sentence 
intonation

Chinese Kung Fu Radicals    and 禾

Review 3            page 145

Language support    page 149 Pair work activities  Student A: pages 150 - 155                 Student B: pages 156 - 161    Grammar reference page 162                    Picture captions page 171

Pinyin guide            page 172 English Translations page 173    Vocabulary list           page 178
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