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What are they 
trying to test? 

How can I give 
myself the 
best chance? 



What are they trying to test? 

How can I give myself the best chance? 

exam skills 

exam strategies 



exam skills 

exam strategies 

scanning, skimming, making deductions, 
expressing preferences, giving reasons, … 

underline key words, cross off incorrect answers, 
think carefully about pronouns, … 

the key language skills and functions 
that are commonly tested in exams 

the optimal techniques that are 
specific to an exam task 



exam skills 







What does this task test? 

understanding of gist 

understanding of cohesion 

(exam skills) 

understanding of coherence 



cohesion 

the grammatical and/or lexical relationships between the 
different elements of a text. This may be the relationship 
between different sentences or between different parts of a 
sentence. For example: 
 
A: Is Jenny coming to the party? 
B: Yes, she is. 
 
If you are going to London, I can give you the address of a 
good hotel there. 
 

Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics 



coherence 

the relationships which link the meanings of utterances in a 
discourse or of the sentences in a text. These links may be based 
on the speakers’ shared knowledge. For example: 
 
A: Could you give me a lift home? 
B: Sorry, I’m visiting my sister. 
 
There is no grammatical or lexical link between A’s question and 
B’s reply but the exchange has coherence because A and B know 
that B’s sister lives in the opposite direction to A’s home. 
Generally a paragraph has coherence if it is a series of sentences 
that develop a main idea (i.e. with a topic sentence and 
supporting sentences which relate to it). 
 

Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics 



Is that your dog? The dog 
evolved from the wolf. The wolf 
put on grandma’s clothes and 
got into bed. Bed and board 
were included in the price.  
 
 



Louie rushed and got ready for work, but, 
when he went out the door, he saw the 
snowstorm was very heavy. Therefore, he 
decided not to go to work. Then, he sat 
down to enjoy his newspaper. However, he 
realized his boss might get angry because 
he did not go to the office. Finally, he made 
another decision, that he must go to work. 
So, he went out the door and walked to the 
bus stop. 

Ann Raimes, Anguish as a second language? Remedies for 
composition teachers. 



coherence cohesion 

the way in which texts 
make sense in terms of 
content, context, 
opinions, ideas, etc 

the way in which texts 
make sense in terms of 
connecting phrases, 
pronouns, lexical 
references, etc 



What does this task test? 

understanding of gist 

understanding of cohesion 

(exam skills) 

grammatical accuracy 

What should I do? 

read quickly for gist 

underline key cohesive devices 

(exam strategies) 

identify topic at each gap 

understanding of coherence 

read for grammatical fit 
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What are they trying to test? 
 
“awareness and control of grammar with some focus on 
vocabulary” 
 
“Candidates are required to draw on their knowledge of 
the structure of the language and understanding of the 
text in order to fill the gaps. In this part, as there are no 
sets of words from which to choose the answers, 
candidates have to think of a word which will fill the gap 
correctly. The focus of the gapped words is either 
grammatical, such as articles, auxiliaries, prepositions, 
pronouns, verb tenses and forms, or lexicogrammatical, 
such as phrasal verbs, linkers and words within fixed 
phrases.” 
 



Do easier items. 

Read for gist. 

Look closely either 
side of each gap. 

Think about what is 
usually tested. 

Read for sense. 
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28 

What does this task test? 

idioms 

confusable words 

(exam skills) 

phrasal verbs 

collocations 

word patterns (lexicogrammar) 

set phrases 



29 

What should I do? 

Read for gist. 

(exam strategies) 

Try options in turn. 

Identify the target structure. 

Read for sense. 

Do the easy ones. 



● The best exam preparation is to learn English, not to  
   rely on tips, tricks and techniques! 

● However, there are tips, tricks and techniques that help! 

● Candidates should ask themselves “What are they trying 
to test?” (exam skills) 

● Candidates should ask themselves “What can I do to give 
myself the best chance?” (exam strategies) 

● We need to know what skills and functions are tested by 
different exam tasks. 

● We need to know the best way of approaching a given 
exam task. 
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