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1) What are some ancient data showing the change in sea levels?
2) When did sea levels begin to rise?
3) What do researchers disagree about?
4) Why do some cities need new types of protection?
5) What may happen to people living beside seas?
6) What effects can the changing sea levels cause worldwide?
7) How does water help and threaten life?

A Water is possibly the most important thing for life on planet Earth. But even though we
cannot survive without water, it also creates many problems, and the global rise in sea
levels is a danger to millions of people. About 70% of the earth is covered by water and 
many cities are built close to coastal areas.

B Although sea levels are rising at an increasing rate, there is no clear agreement as to what
is causing it. Many scientists believe that global warming, caused by human activity, has
contributed to it. Others argue that it is the result of natural climate change and the Earth
often goes through patterns of rising and falling sea levels.

C Whatever causes rising sea levels, the signs are clear. It appears that sea levels began to 
rise in the 19th century and these increases have more than doubled in the 20th century.
There is plenty of evidence for these changes, from scientific sources such as geological
data and record keeping.

D There is plenty of evidence for dramatic changes in sea levels in the past. For instance,
geological data shows that in the last ice age, 18,000 years ago, sea levels were around 120 
metres lower than they are today. Further back in the past, there is evidence that sea levels
were higher. So fluctuations in sea levels have occurred at various points in history.

E The fact that rising sea levels may be a natural phenomenon won’t be much consolation to 
people living in coastal areas facing the dangers of flooding. Large cities such as London
and New York already use flood barriers. However, these cities will need much greater
flood defences in the future. The Netherlands, a country with 25% of its land below sea
level, will also need to increase its sea defences.

F It is estimated that many islands could become uninhabitable. Even quite small rises in sea
level can have a devastating effect on communities. Flooding can cause destruction of
property and crops, soil erosion and poor quality drinking water. Worldwide, about 634
million people live in coastal areas and two thirds of the world’s largest major cities are in 
low-lying areas.




