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Changing reading habits 

Epipheo.tv “What the Internet is doing to our brains” (YouTube) 



Changing reading habits 

“In terms of information processing, we are 

shifting toward a shallow mode of learning 

characterized by quick scanning, reduced 

contemplation, and memory consolidation.” 
 

(Loh & Kanai, 2015)  

 



Changing reading habits 

In a review of citation references in students’ 

research papers, 46% came from the first 

page of a source and 77% came from the 

first three pages.  

 

(Baron, 2015) 



Developing active, critical readers 



Becoming an active reader 

PQ3R 

• Preview 

• Question 

• Read 

• Recite 

• Review 



Engaging students 

“Through her years of research, Sherry 

Turkle has noticed that these permit us to 

have complete control over our friendships.” 

 

What do you think ‘these’ are?  

Skillful Reading & Writing 4, Macmillan 



Engaging students 

“It is home to approximately five million 

people in an area of only about 700 square 

kilometers. It doesn’t have abundant 

resources and was once a massive swamp. 

It enjoys excellent education and health 

systems.” 

What country is this?  

Skillful Reading & Writing 1, Macmillan 



 



Engaging students 

“What do elephants, whales, alligators, 

hurricanes, and manmade explosions all 

have in common?” 

 

 

 
 

Skillful Reading & Writing 3, Macmillan 



 



Previewing 

• Title 

• Subtitles 

• Section headings 

• Photos and captions 

• Bold and italic print 

• Graphs and charts 

• Key words that stick out 

• Introduction 



Are online friends a threat to development?  

An excerpt from ‘Nurturing a Child’s Emotional 

Development’ by psychologist Dr. Kristel Sharpe 

 

In Chapter two, I discussed how vital childhood 

friendships are for a person’s emotional 

development. They help us build trust with people 

outside the family and learn how to compromise, 

share and manage conflict. They give us feedback 

which helps to shape the behaviour we adopt, and 

the people we ultimately become.  



Predict content 

 



Question 

How many questions does a 

teacher ask each day, on 

average? 



Question 

What percentage of questions in a 

lesson, on average, are asked by 

students? 



Questioning & Reading 

Write three questions you’d like to get 

answers to from this text. 

 

 



Questioning and reading 

Section Questions I 

have 

Answers 

After previewing 

After section 1 

After section 2 

After section 3 

After the end 



Questioning and reading 

“Through her years of research, Sherry Turkle has 

noticed that smartphones permit us to have complete 

control over our friendships. Young people decide 

who they communicate with, when, and how. 

Friendships are unpredictable and difficult to deal 

with but social networks are allowing people to tidy 

them up and manage them. If we do not want to be 

friends any more, a lengthy, awkward conversation is 

no longer needed. We simply click a button and 

unfriend them.”  
Skillful Reading & Writing Level 4, Macmillan 



Questioning and reading 

Section Questions I have Answers 

After previewing How do they prevent development? 

Can they also be positive? 

Lack of empathy, not alone 

Yes, emotional ties 

After section 1 Does time spent impact? 

Is this still true in 2017? 

After section 2 How does this impact on f-2-f ties? 

 

Suggests the same. 

After section 3 How does this change development? 

How does ‘ghosting’ affect people?  

Unable to manage conflict? 

After the end How can we prevent these issues? 

 



Reading, reciting and reviewing 



Reading and note-taking 

 

Highlight six to ten key ideas 



 



Reciting 

 

“What the writer said was...” 



Reciting 

 

What was similar? 

What was different?  

 

 



Reviewing: making connections 

How does this text connect to: 

 

– other texts you’ve read? (text to text) 

– you and your world? (text to self) 

– the wider world? (text to world) 

 

 
(Keene & Zimmerman, 1997) 



 

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/


 



 



Developing critical readers 

 Select appropriate sources 

 Identify inappropriate sources  

 Evaluate arguments 

 Evaluate evidence 

 Evaluate conclusions 

 



Identifying appropriate sources 

• Go to the source 

• Look at other stories 

• Site disclaimers 

• Research the author 

• Look at links 

• Look at sites like snopes.com 

 



 



snopes.com 

 



Yeah, but... 

 



Evaluating an argument 

Is the argument logical?  

Is the argument based on unreasonable 

assumptions? 
 



Evaluating evidence 

Is there enough evidence to support the argument? 

Is the source of evidence reliable, valid and current? 

 
 Skillful Reading & Writing Level 4, Macmillan 



Evaluating conclusions 

Experts say that for these reasons, it is 

likely that a winning team may have a 

positive influence on the economy of a 

city.   

 

 

 

Skillful Reading & Writing Level 3, Macmillan   

     



Evaluating conclusions 

Social scientists have studied the effect of winning a national 

football championship in the U.S. on the fans of the winning 

team. They have found that fans have more self-confidence 

and feel more competent, probably because team victories 

reflect well on their personal sense of identity. When people 

feel more competent, they perform better at work and are 

more likely to earn and spend more money (Coats and 

Humphreys, 2002, The economic impact of postseason play in 

professional sports). Experts say that for these reasons, it is 

likely that a winning team may have a positive influence on the 

economy of a city.      

     
Concluding sentence 



Evaluating evidence 

Skillful Reading & Writing Level 4, Macmillan 



Truth or myth? 

Water drains in a different direction in the northern and  

southern hemisphere. 
 

The Great Wall of China is the only man-made object 

to be  

seen from space. 
 

Body heat disappears mostly through the head. 
 

Eating carrots helps your eyesight. 
 

Women say 13,000 more words a day than men. 



Prove it! 

 



Truth or myth? 

Water drains in a different direction in the northern and  

southern hemisphere. 
 

The Great Wall of China is the only man-made object 

to be  

seen from space. 
 

Body heat disappears mostly through the head. 
 

Eating carrots helps your eyesight. 
 

Women say 13,000 more words a day than men. 



To sum up 

1. Engage Ss with text excerpts. 

2. Padlet to share predictions 

3. Question, question, question! 

4. Recite – put texts into own words 

5. Online note-taking tools e.g. Scrible 

6. Encourage students to make connections 

7. Help students identify legitimate sources (the 

tree octopus!) 

8. Help students critically question a text 



Thank you! 

 

lindsay_warwick 


